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Epistemic	communities	can	be	understood	as	networks	of	knowledge-based	
experts	that	hold	in	common	a	set	of	principled	and	causal	beliefs,	have	
shared	notions	of	validity,	exchange	knowledge,	and	shape,	demarcate,	and	
articulate	the	identities	of	present	and	future	knowledge	producers.	In	
Knowledge	Organization,	epistemic	communities	have	been	likened	to	the	
term	“domain”	in	the	domain-analytic	paradigm.	Acknowledging	the	
important	role	that	ISKO	C-US,	the	International	Society	for	Knowledge	
Organization:	Chapter	for	Canada	and	United	States,	plays	in	the	international	
production	of	scientific	knowledge,	we	aim	to	characterize	this	epistemic	
community	based	on	the	publications	of	the	five	North	American	Symposium	
on	Knowledge	Organization	(NASKO)	meetings	proceedings.	The	results	allow	
us	to	conclude	that	the	ISKO	C-US	community	is	a	productive,	dialogical,	and	a	
continuously	well-developed	community	with	a	well-balanced	trajectory	
between	an	epistemological	dimension,	in	search	of	its	theoretical	and	
methodological	bases,	and	a	social	dimension,	considering	different	cultural	
backgrounds.	These	aspects	demarcate	and	shape	the	road	for	future	research	
on	knowledge	organization	
	

	


